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Dalham Parish Council 17
th
 January 2012 

 DALHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 17

th
 January 2012  

 

Those present:  Rachael Padman, Angela Carr, Vera Azzuri, Mrs J Ince (temporary clerk), PC Gowing from the 
Mildenhall Safer Neighbourhood and one member of the public. 
 

The following issues were raised during the Open Forum: 

 Home insurance is getting difficult to obtain as Dalham has been designated a flood risk area.  Insurers have declared 
they will not cover flood risk areas and use a blanket postcode irrespective of the location of individual properties.  This 
item will be added to the next agenda.   

 There is nothing on the agenda about the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan.  This item will be added to the next 
agenda.   
 

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Colum Carr, Chad Carlson and Jackie Bolton. Councillor Chambers also sent her 
apologies. 

 

2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda 
No councillors declared an interest in any items on the agenda. 
 

3. Approval of minutes of the meeting held on 6
th

 December 2011 and the planning meeting held on Tuesday 20
th

 
December 2011 
The minutes were approved and then signed as correct by the Chairman.   

 

4. Report from the Mildenhall Safer Neighbourhood Team 
Two crimes have been reported in Dalham in January.  A car was burnt out on Stores Hill on New Year’s Day and a set 
of number plates were stolen from a car in Gazeley Road.  This is quite common and is usually related to thefts from 
garages of petrol or diesel or people using false plates to avoid the congestion charge in London.  It is important to 
report any thefts of number plates as the police will give the victim a crime number.  If false number plates are used to 
steal fuel, the victim will be able to prove that the plates were stolen.    
 

The Council asked about Neighbourhood Watch in the village.  PC Gowing said that Neighbourhood Watch is less 
successful now as a lot of people have signed up to Police Direct or use the Internet to report things.  He confirmed 
that there is a Neighbourhood Watch scheme in Dalham and that the coordinators are Jackie Bolton, Gwyneth 
Scheybeler, Chad Carlson and Alex Richardson.    The Council also asked about the new 101 number which residents 
are encouraged to use to make non-emergency calls.  Rural crime is on the increase especially thefts of fuel, metals 
and catalytic converters and people are encouraged to be vigilant and report anything suspicious.    

 

5. Report from Councillor Chambers (written report attached)  
 

6. Update on matters arising since the last meeting (see Clerk’s Report) 
a) The clerk has contacted Suffolk CC about setting up a website.   
b) Planning applications.  The clerk is now receiving the weekly planning lists from Forest Heath. 
c) The Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Register of Members’ Interest forms have been copied and sent to 

Forest Heath DC 
d) The clerk has contacted Suffolk ACRE to find out the basis for insurance cover.  Suffolk ACRE has confirmed 

that the basis is old for new. 
 

7. Finance 
a) Approval of payments  

It was resolved that the following payments would be approved: 

 J P Ince, salary December 2011 and January 2012, LGA 1972, s111 – £331.04 

 Suffolk ACRE Services, annual insurance, LGA 1972, s111 –£254.79 
It was also resolved that the Council would join Suffolk ACRE in April 2012 and that the clerk would notify Suffolk 
ACRE accordingly 

b) Budget for 2012/13 and Precept notification form   
It was resolved that the budget for 2012/13 would be accepted and that the Precept request would be £5,210.      
As this was such a large increase, the Council decided to write a letter to Forest Heath District Council 
explaining that the increase is due to the fact that the Council has now employed a paid clerk and because the 
previous Council does not appear to have carried out an adequate budgeting process with the result that the 
Council has no reserves and needs to start to build them up.   The Chairman, A Carr, V Azzuri and the clerk then 
signed the Precept notification form. 
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c) Update on the changing over of account signatories 
Santander has still not changed the account signatories over, despite having told Gwyneth Scheybeler that the 
form was stamped for action in October.  It was resolved that the Council would open a new bank account and 
that the next precept payment would be paid into it.  A Carr agreed to contact Barclays as she already banks 
with them as a business customer.  There will be three signatories, R Padman, A Carr and V Azurri.  The 
Council will also request a Simple Service Authority form to enable to the clerk to administer the account without 
being a signatory.   

a) Revision of the Local Government (Discretionary Payments) Regulations 1996 (SI 1996/1680) – for 
information only 
Gratuities are no longer allowed to be paid to clerks unless this has been included in the clerk’s contract as this 
system is outdated. 

 

8. Standing Orders  

It was resolved that the Standing Orders would be approved at the next meeting.  The clerk was asked to circulate 
them to councillors.   
 

9. Advert for a parish clerk  
It was resolved that the post would be advertised on the village notice board and in the next newsletter.  The clerk was 
asked to include a closing date of 24

th
 February on the advert.    

 

10. Planning  
a) F/2011/0773/CAT – 10 the Street, Dalham – fell 2 conifers and 1 larch 

It was resolved that no objections would be made to this application and that the Council would accept the 
recommendation of the tree officer 

b) 5 Church Lane, Dalham restoration and repair of cottage following a fire.  It was resolved that the clerk would e-
mail details of the application to councillors asking them to let her know if they would like a planning meeting.   
remind everyone of application and say if happy or want a meeting. 

c) Forest Heath District Council and St Edmundsbury Borough Council Joint Development Management Policies 
Preferred Options Consultation Document.  This document is one of the planning policy documents that will sit 
within both Councils’ Local Development Framework. The policies within this document will be used in day-to-
day planning decisions across both areas, in line with each adopted Core Strategy.  The clerk has already e-
mailed this document to councillors.  Any response must be submitted before 8

th
 March 2012.   

 

11. Highways/Rights of Way issues 
It was resolved that the clerk would report the following issues:  

 Some repeater signs are missing in the Street.  They were knocked off when the grass was cut two years ago   
and have not been replaced.   

 Give way sign at the junction of Dunstall Green Road and Denham Road has been knocked over 

 The white line outside by the pub is reappearing in the middle of the road and needs to be painted over again 

 The junction on the bend opposite the Affleck Arms between  the C road and B road at the bridge is dangerous 
as traffic driving along the Street often fail to give way. 

 The clerk would contact Lisa Chambers and as if it would be possible to arrange a meeting between Highways, 
Lisa and someone from the Parish Council to discuss these problems and to look at the location of the 30mph 
signs coming in to the village.    

The clerk was also asked to e-mail details of the Community Speed Watch scheme to councillors and to include this 
item on the agenda for the Annual Parish Meeting.   
 

12. Grass cutting contract 
It was resolved that: 

 Rachael Padman will talk to people in the village about issues relating to grass cutting and that this item would 
be included on the agenda for the Annual Parish Meeting.   

 The clerk would contact S&P to tell them that the Parish Council is reviewing its grass cutting policy and will be 
in touch in due course.  In the meantime, no cuts will be required until further notice. 

 

13. Maintenance of the area around the village notice boards 
It was resolved that the Council would ask for volunteers to help keep the area tidy. 

 

14. Neighbourhood Watch  
It was resolved that this item would be discussed at the next meeting.    

 

15. Play equipment in Dalham 
The Village Hall Management committee has already looked into this.  V Azurri was asked to find out the background 
of any previous discussions about play equipment and report back to the Parish Council at their next meeting.   
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16. Publicity  
It was resolved that: 

 The clerk would set up a suffolk.gov website and that she would contact Kerry Burn at One Suffolk to let her 
know that the Council will not require the website she set up.   

 The clerk would produce a newssheet which will include the contact details of the councillors.  A Carr agreed to 
print 100 copies and invoice the Parish Council if necessary  

 Other forms of publicity (a Face book page, Twitter  and an RSS feed) will be discussed at the next meeting.   
 

17. Possibility of setting up a telephone library  
This item was postponed until a later meeting. 
 

18. Update on the Boundary Commission’s proposals for Newmarket (for information only) 
The Boundary Commission for England’s 2013 review has the task of reviewing the boundaries of all the Parliamentary 
constituencies in England on the basis of new rules laid down by Parliament. These rules involve reduction in the 
number of constituencies in England (from 533 to 502), and require that every constituency – apart from two specified 
exceptions – must have an electorate that is no smaller than 72,810 and no larger than 80,473. 
 

The Eastern region has been allocated 56 constituencies – a reduction of two from the current arrangement.   The 
change which will have the most impact on West Suffolk is the proposal that the electors from the town of Newmarket 
in Suffolk be combined with the District of East Cambridgeshire.  These proposals have already been consulted on 
(closing date 5

th
 December 2011).  Once the Boundary Commission has published all the representations on the initial 

proposals, a second consultation will take place in spring 2012.  
 

19. Correspondence 
a) E-mail from Councillor Chambers about changes to Suffolk County Council’s heritage services.   
b) E-mail from Health Smart who are working in conjunction with the NHGS offering free health checks to local 

communities.  This is a mobile service offering blood pressure, cholesterol, blood sugar and cardiovascular 
health risk tests as well as dietary and life style advice.   The Council thought this was a good idea.  It was 
resolved that the clerk would contact Health Smart to organise a visit for late afternoon/early evening in March 
after the clocks have changed at the village hall.  R Padman agreed to print the information leaflets one the date 
has been confirmed.   

c) E-mail from SALC about training for councillors.  It was felt that the courses offered were too expensive.  The 
clerk agreed to bring her Working with Your Council course to the next meeting to circulate to councillors and to 
let councillors know if any shorter courses or planning courses are offered. 

d) E-mails from Suffolk ACRE about the introduction of a community oil buying scheme.  It was resolved that R 
Padman would speak to Gwyneth before any further action is taken. 

e) E-mail from Forest Heath offering a free Emergency Kit.  It was resolved that the clerk would e-mail the other 
councillors to find out if they would be interested in attending a meeting at Forest Heath on Tuesday 24

th
 January 

at 5.45pm.  If not A Carr or R Padman agreed to attend.   
 

 

20. Any other business for noting or including on the agenda of the next meeting on Tuesday 20
th

 March 2012 
It was resolved that the following information items would be included on the next agenda:   
Letter from the internal auditor, David Wilkinson, informing the Council that meetings cannot be held in private homes, 
as happened when the village hall was closed.   
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.50p.m.   
 

 
Signed ……………………………………………………..(Chairman)  Dated:   …………………………………………… 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 


