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Dalham Parish Council –19th March 2013 

DALHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 19th March 2013 

 

Those present: Rachael Padman (Chairman), Vera Azzuri, Isobel Aylott Jerry Atkinson, J Ince (clerk), County 
Councillor Lisa Chambers, District Councillor Carol Lynch and PC John Gowing.    
 

3 members of the public also attended the meeting 
 

Presentation by Steve Henthorn, Emergency Planning Officer for St Edmundsbury Borough Council and Paul Taylor 
from the Environment Agency about the flood risk in Dalham and Stansfield 
 

Paul Taylor spoke about the flood risk map in Dalham which is currently being updated.  Dalham is part of the Environment 
Agency's eastern area. There will be some changes to the flood risk model in Dalham including better estimates of river flow 
and more detailed topography of ground levels which is due to be completed in December 2013.  The flood map will then be 
updated.  Once the data is back from the consultants, this information can be provided by the Environment Agency as part of 
an insurance related request. The assessment of flood  risk will be updated as well. There will be 5 bands on the new map 
rather than the current significant, moderate  and low, with the significant category being split into narrower bands.  The draft 
outline will be sent out to parish councils for comment and to find out if there is any flood history.   
 

Stansfield is part of the Ipswich area.  Paul Taylor noted that the Stansfield map is misaligned, but currently there is no plan 
to update it.  The way the flood risk is currently calculated does not take into account flood history or geological topography.  
Paul Taylor will raise Stansfield's concerns with the Environment Agency's team in Ipswich.  James Mason is team leader in 
Ipswich.    Insurance linked to postcodes is down to individual insurers, so it is worth shopping around.  If an individual would 
like to appeal against an unfair insurance quote, they can ask the Environment Agency for an insurance related request.  The  
Environment Agency will provide a letter saying if a property is in a flood risk area or not.   
 

Steve Henthorn said that the east of Suffolk  tends to suffer more from surface water flooding. He gave details about the 
Flood Risk Management Partnership which is partnership between local authorities and water authorities.  They have 
produced a Flood Management Strategy.  The synopsis can be viewed on the Suffolk County Council website.  It is important 
that parish councils let the partnership know of any areas which flood so that they can look into them and take any necessary 
action.  Communities should look at all their risks and prepare emergency plans.   

 

1. Acceptance of apologies for absence  
Apologies were received from Colum Carr and J Bolton. 
 

2. Declaration of Interest in items on the agenda 
 No councillors declared an interest in any items on the agenda 
 

3. Report from the Safer Neighbourhood Team 
One crime has been reported since the last meeting, the theft of heating oil from Dalham Village Hall. 
 

4. Report from Councillor Chambers  
Councillor Chambers spoke about: 
a) The 0% increase in the Council Tax 
b) The launch of the Economic Growth Strategy for Suffolk 
c) The new mobile speed activated signs.  Councils can submit a request for them to come to the village.  The 

Parish Council requested a visit to Dalham. 
d) Flooding.   The County Council has statutory responsibilities relating to flooding. Jane Birch is their flooding 

officer.  If there are any ongoing issues, Councillor Chambers asked the Council to report them to her.    
 

The Council said that they do not always hear back from Highways when issues have been reported. L Chambers 
agreed to speak to Highways about this. 
   

5. Report by Councillor Lynch 
Councillor Lynch has a small amount of locality budget available for a village project. 
 

6. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 15th January 2013  

It was resolved that the minutes were correct.  The chairman then signed the minutes. 
 

7. Finance  
a) Approval of payments  

It was resolved that the following payments would be approved: 

 HMRC - PAYE, LGA 1972, s111 - £124.00 

 J P Ince, expenses Dec 2012 - March 2013 - £38.60 

 Community Action Suffolk (formerly Suffolk ACRE), membership LGA 1972, s111 - £30.00  
b) Approval of the statement of receipts and payment made since the last meeting   
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The statement of receipts and payments was approved. 
c) Review of all regular payments including the clerk's salary and Power of Wellbeing payments,  approve 

payments relating to these services for 2013-2014 and approve the continued payment of the clerk's 
salary by standing order. 
It was resolved the following regular payments would continue to be paid in 2013 - 14: 
 

Payment 
 Insurance £249.33 

Subscriptions: 
 Suffolk Acre £25.00 

Annual Audit £60.00 
Risby Parish Council  (12% contribution to phone 
costs) £50.40 

Internal audit £60.00 

Grass Cutting £640.00 

HMRC - PAYE £496.40 

Clerk's salary £1,985.04 

 
It was also resolved that the clerk's salary would continue to be paid by Standing Order. 

b) Receipts and payments made since the last meeting  
The statement of receipts and payment was approved by the Council 

c) Closing of the Santander Account 
The Parish Council wrote to Santander asking to close the account, however Santander says there is a problem 
with the signatories and all the signatories will need to take in proof of ID.  As they have already done this 
several times, it was resolved that the Council would keep the account open but transfer all but £1 to the Lloyds 
TSB current account.  The clerk will then set up a reserve account with Lloyds TSB.     

d) Review of income and expenditure for 2012/13 against the budget. 
Councillors reviewed the budget.  There is a budget surplus of £1,078 which will be added to the reserves.    

e) Precept information  
The precept will be paid in one instalment on 29th April 2013. 

f) Review of the Council’s Financial Standing Orders  
The Council reviewed the Financial Standing Orders.  I Aylott agreed to check the accounts this year as part of 
the Council's system of internal controls.  

g) Review of the Council’s risk assessment policy  
The Council reviewed the policy.  No amendments were made. 

h) Review the register of fixed assets and insurance values. 
Councillors reviewed the assets register.  No amendments were made. 

i) Internal auditor to complete section 3 of the annual return 
It was resolved that R Padman would ask R Mack Smith to act as internal auditor. 

j) Review of the effectiveness of the internal audit  
The Council reviewed the effectiveness of the internal audit.  It was resolved that the internal audit was effective 
and that audit regulations would be met. 

k) E-mail from HMRC about changes to Real Time PAYE - for information only 
l) SALC membership.  

It was resolved that the Council would join SALC when the new membership year starts in April/May.   
m) Standing Orders  

The Council reviewed the Standing Orders. No amendments were made. 
 

12. Planning 
SE/2013/0079/FUL - The Old School House Denham Road Dalham - erection of a two-storey dwelling following 
demolition of existing dwelling. 
The clerk has contacted the planning officer, Chris Board to discuss the application.  He is due to visit the site this 
week and wants to call in a few more experts.  It was resolved that the Council would ask for an extension to the 
application so that it can consider its response after the site visit.  A planning meeting was planned provisionally for 
2nd April.  The clerk was asked to find out if planning permission is required for a demolition if the property is outside 
the Conservation Area and to query the information about the foundations not being deep enough to support a new 
roof.  The clerk was also asked to contact the Victorian Society to notify them about the application and to find out if 
they have any comments. 
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13. Highways Issues/drainage 
It was resolved that the clerk would  report the following: 

 A large pothole on Ashley Road at the junction with The Old Suffolk Road from Dalham to Ashley.  The pothole -
is 6 - 9 inches deep and  3 - 4 feet long.  When it rains, the pothole fills with water so it is not visible to drivers.  
As it is on a bend as well, it is very dangerous.   

 River near Sound Ground on Lidgate Road, sheet piling put in to stop road falling into river but last major flow of 
river has cut away behind it.  Action needs to be taken to stop road falling into river. 

 Church Lane.  The road surface  has broken up. 

 The river bank outside the village hall has been damaged by sugar beet lorries.  Part of the bank has now been 
pushed into the river. 

Speed management data for Lidgate Road.  The clerk was asked to try and obtain the data from Suffolk County 
Council. 
E-mail from Chris Lewis, clerk to Ashley Parish Council about Ashley footpath number 6.  
 The meeting with the local farmer has now been delayed until April.   
Grit bins 
It was resolved that the clerk would purchase four Slimline TM green grit bins at a cost of £141.05 + VAT.   

 

14. Managing flood risk in Dalham 
It was resolved that the clerk would include details about future changes to the flood map and obtaining insurance in 
the next newsletter.  It was also resolved that the Parish Council would wait until the new flood map has been 
produced before producing a detailed flood management strategy.    
 

15. Grass cutting 

 K Hutchinson will continue this year. 

 

16. To organise a village litter pick (kits are available from Forest Heath District Council)  
It was resolved that the clerk would investigate the cost of purchasing litter picking kits and ask Carol Lynch if she 
would be willing to provide funding for 10 kits from her locality budget.  

 

17. Dates of meetings 

 Friday 26
th
 April 2013 (Annual Parish Meeting) 

 Tuesday 21st May 2013 (Annual Meeting of the Parish Council)   

 Tuesday 16
th
 July 2013 

 Tuesday 17
th
 September 2013 

 Tuesday 19
th
 November 2013 

 Tuesday 21st January 2014 

 Tuesday 18
th
 March 2014 

It was resolved that the following items would be included on the agenda of the Annual Parish Meeting - the possibility 
of applying for an Article 4 Direction and flood risk in Dalham. 
 

18. Correspondence: 
a) Letter from Suffolk ACRE giving details of their Cheaper Energy Together partnership. It was resolved that 

details of the scheme would be included in the newsletter.   
b) Letter from Suffolk CC re Warm Homes Healthy People's Fund.  It was resolved that details of the scheme would 

be included in the newsletter.   
c) Letter from Community Action Suffolk announcing the merger on 1st April 2013 of ten Suffolk organisations  - for 

information only.  
d) Details of Synergy cafe for people living with dementia.  It was resolved that information about the cafe would be 

included in the newsletter.   
e) E-mail from Karina Coghlin about Suffolk Walking Festival. It was resolved that information about the cafe would 

be included in the newsletter.   
f) E-mail from Ken Last bout putting information about the Dalham newspaper syndicate in the newsletter.  It was 

resolved that details would be included in the newsletter, but that any companies asking to advertise in it would 
be directed to the village website.   

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.41p.m.   
 

 
 
Signed …………………………………………………….. (Chairman)  Dated ……………………………………………………… 
 


