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Dalham Parish Council – 19th November 2013 

 DALHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 19th November 2013 

 

Those present: Rachael Padman (Chairman), Angela Carr, Isobel Aylott, Jackie Bolton, Jerry Atkinson, V Azzuri, Mrs 
Ince (clerk) and PCSO David Cowan.  Councillor Chambers arrived at 7.45pm.  
 

One member of the public was also present. 
 

1. Acceptanceof apologies for absence  
Apologies were received from Colum Carr and the reason for absence accepted.   Councillor Lynch also sent her 
apologies. 
 

2. Declaration of Interest in items on the agenda 
 No councillors declared an interest in any items on the agenda. 

 

3. Report from the Safer Neighbourhood Team  
Two crimes have been reported since the last meeting.  Two sheds were broken into in Lidgate Road.  Nothing was 
taken from one shed, but items were removed from the second one.  The Council queried why they had not been 
notified of these crimes via Police Direct. The clerk was asked to contact the SNT to query this.  
 

Some men have been knocking on doors selling goods.  PCSO Cowan said that anyone selling from door to door 
should have a Peddlers' Licence.  If residents are not sure, they should ring 101 or 999 in an emergency.  The clerk 
was asked to include this information in the next newsletter. 

 

4. Update on list of actions since the last meeting 
There were a number of outstanding highways actions.   
 

5. Report from Councillor Chambers 
The Council discussed outstanding highways issues with Councillor Chambers. The Council also spoke about 
speeding in villages and the possibility of organising a meeting with other villages to look at ways to solve the problem. 
 

6. Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17th September 2013  
 It was resolved that the minutes were correct.  The chairman then signed the minutes. 

 

7. Finance  
a) Approval of payments: 

It was resolved that the following payments would be approved: 

 J P Ince - expenses - LGA 1972, s111 - £19.60 

 K Hutchinson and Son - Highways Act 1980, s.96 - £384.00 
b) Summary of the receipts and payments made since the last meeting 

It was resolved that the statement of receipts and payments was correct 
c) Budget 2014/15 

The Council approved the final budget for 2014/15. It was resolved that the precept request would be £5,523   
an increase of £313 or 6.01%.   

d) Review of insurance values 

It was resolved that the insurance values were adequate 

e) Letter from Lloyds Bank giving details of the split from Lloyds TSB - for information only 
 

8. Planning  

a) Article 4 direction  
It was resolved that the Council would hold a Drop In session to canvass opinion about whether the Parish 
Council should proceed with applying for an Article Direction.  The clerk was asked to email round some possible 
dates in April outside Easter and the school holidays.   

b) Possible extension of the boundary of the conservation area as a result of e-mail from Boyd Nicholas 
It was resolved that this item would be put on hold due to a lack of resources at FHDC. 

c) The Woodyard   
The clerk has been unable to obtain copies of the original 1970's plans yet due to a lack of response from FHDC 
despite several attempts by the clerk.  J Bolton made the clerk aware of Forest Heath District Council's 
Customer Charter which does not seem to have been adhered to in this case.  It was resolved that the clerk 
would contact FHDC again, making them aware of their Customer Charter.  The e-mail would be copied in to 
Carol Lynch.  The clerk agreed to contact Carol Lynch separately as well if she does not receive a response to 
her e-mail.  The clerk was authorised to pay up to £100 for the plans should FHDC charge for them.   
 

It was also resolved that the clerk would find out if the owner of the Woodyard has planning permission for the 
hard core base which he has laid to make a new access from Stores Hill.  
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d) F/2013/0411/CAT - Manor Cottage, The Street, Dalham - fell one silver birch tree and one white beam tree.  
FHDC has no objections. 

e) DC/13/0528/HH - the Mill, Stores Hill - erection of a first storey rear extension affecting the setting of a listed 
building.  The Council has received notification of this application.  It was resolved that a planning meeting would 
be held on Tuesday 26th November to discuss this application and the Council's Emergency Plan. 

 

9. Highways/Rights of Way issues: 

a) Grit piles 
Grit piles should have been delivered by early December.  It was resolved that the fourth grit bin would be 
positioned on the river bank by the bus stop in Dalham.  

b) Footpath map 
The footpath map needs updating.  The Council will need to start from scratch due to copyright on the existing 
map.  It was resolved that the clerk would investigate the cost of purchasing an electronic form of the Ordnance 
Survey Map for Dalham linking in with neighbouring parishes.   

 

11. Village Hall 
a) To discuss the letter from the Dalham Village Hall Charity in response to the letter from DPC about 

possible future projects. 
It was resolved that DPC would wait until the Village Hall Charity approaches the Council for funding. 

b) Parish Council post box 
The Village Hall has given permission to share the post box rather than provide a separate box.   
 

12. Issues highlighted in the Parish Plan 
It was resolved that the Council would produce a village Welcome Pack.  The clerk agreed to e-mail the Risby pack to 
councillors.  The clerk was also asked to find out via the newsletter if Neighbourhood Watch still exists in Dalham.   
 

13. Registering the pub as a Community Asset 
R Padman has produced a revised letter.  It was resolved that the Council would send the revised letter.  The clerk was 
asked to find the contact details of the Licensed Victuallers Association to put in the letter.   
 

14. Correspondence: 
a) E-mail from SCC about their consultation on the future of home care and community meals.  It was resolved that 

details would be included in the next newsletter.  
b)  E-mail from the Dogs Trust about their free micro chipping campaign.  It was resolved that the clerk would look 

into organising an event in Ousden which would be advertised in neighbouring villages. 
c) E-mail form SEBC giving information about a new energy saving initiative aimed at harder to treat properties 

which are not suitable for cavity wall insulation.  Interested residents will be sent an introductory letter explaining 
the benefits of insulation and offering a free assessment survey. It was resolved that details would be included in 
the next newsletter.  

d) Police e-mail re oil thefts - It was resolved that details would be included in the next newsletter.  
 

15. Any other business for noting or including on the next agenda 
a) J Bolton attend a strategy meeting about Norfolk and Suffolk's Plans for transit sites for travellers.  Three transit 

sites will be provided, each with 8 units.  J Bolton agreed to e-mail details to councillors. 
b) The centenary of the outbreak of the First World War.  The Village Hall Committee is looking into possible ways 

to mark the event. 
c) Two set aside meadows have been ploughed over by the Dalham Estate.  These areas will be grassed over 

again.  The clerk was asked to obtain an up-to-date cropping map from the Estate. 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.46p.m.   
 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………………………….. (Chairman)  Dated ……………………………………………………… 
 

 
 

 


